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Agave victoria-reginae 'compactum' <> Compact Queen Victoria century plant

4" X 5" wide, The choice plant is a compact form of the beautiful Agave victoria-reginae, a
native from the mountains of northern Mexico. The wide, thick leaves are toothless and
spine only at the tip. The leaf margins are marked with broad white stripes. Excellent in the
xeric garden or as a lovely potted plant for patios and windowsills.

Named after the English queen Victoria, the Agave victoriae-reginae is a striking solitaire
agave. Just beware of the sharp spine at the end of each leaf. This slow growing agave
might take 40 years before blooming, the flower stalk is 10-15 feet with pale green to cream
flowers. The plant dies after blooming.
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In the American continent, the Amaryllidaceae (daffoddil family) has diverged into a number of
important families of succulent plants, including the Agavaceae which form distinctive
rosettes and flower spike. The name Agave is attributed to linnacus (1753) meaning "noble"
in Greek.

Agaves are monocotyledons and most are monocarpic, although a few can flower several
times during their life. Many species of Agave are bat pollinated.

Agave americana - a yellow and green variegated agave. This species does not grow as fast,
is not as hardy, and produces fewer offshoots. Its leaves are flatter and more flexible.

Agave havardiana - from the Chisos mountains of the Big Bend. The flower bud started to
develop and at this stage the Apache used to roast and eat the core of the plant.
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Agave parryi has one of the most extensive ranges of any agave. It extends from central
Arizona and southwestern New Mexico, south to Sonora, Chihuahua, Durango, Zacatecas and
Guanajuato, Mexico. Plants occur on rocky open slopes -- in grassland, oak woodland, pine
and oak forests and Arizona chaparral at elevations from 1100 to 2800 meters. Populations are
widely scattered.

The species is characterized by compact, multi-leaved rosettes of light green to gray color.
Plants sucker freely. Rosettes are 15 to 75 cm high and 25 to 85 cm broad.

The flower stalk is a 4 - 6 meter tal! panicle with a stout, straight stalk and 20 to 36 slightly
ascending branchlets on upper % of stalk. Flowers are pink to red in bud, opening various
shades of yellow. Th combination of the red and yellow blooms is very showy.

Seed capsules are 3.5 to 5 em long, 1.5 to 2 em "A/ide and beaked. Seeds are 7 to 8 mm long, 5
to 6 mm wide. Four varieties are recognized, three in Arizona.

Agave Syrup

Description:
Agave Syrup is a sweetener extracted from Agave plant varieties
like Tequilana Weber, Americana and Atrovirens. It is a Natural Hiqh
Fructose concentrate obtained by natural physical
processes of extraction and purification of agave
extract juice, under strict quality control conditions;
as a result we obtain a pure agave nectar which
keeps the functional properties inherent to this
species.

http://VlTWW.mexicanvanillaextract.comlimages/agave.jpg
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Norma Tindall - 17th

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

Mamie Lew - 20th
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& Richard Blocker 31st

Glossary of botanical prefixes and suffixes
you might find useful in understanding the scientific names of plants

a- without
ab- without
brevi- short
hamatus-hooked
cephala-head
dentate- sharp teeth
digitate- with fingers
echinote- with spines or horns
eriv- wooly
opsis- closely resembling
beruliform- sausage
rhiza- roots
pachy thick
phytum- plant
parvi-small
pecinate- comb like
poly- many
rectus- straig ht
oides-closely resembling
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SACXS Membership Dues Are Due by September 1st for FY 2004-2005

Please mail your check to Membership Vice President:

Norma Tindall
POBox 733
Helotes, Tx 78023-0733

Or

Pay at the August Meeting!
Make your checks payable to SACXS

The dues are only $10 per person, $15 per couple (2at the same address)
Or $20 for a family of 3 or more (at the same address).


