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Kodacolor 'gold' film. I like the
Fujicolor film (ASA 200) and also
the German Agfacolor films (that
produce an exta wide spectrum of
reds, which is good if you have a
lot of red-colored flowers.

The standby for color slide film is
the Kodachrome 25 film. it produces
high quality images that do not
deteriorate over time but requires
very slow shutter speeds and/or low
f-stops for proper exposure and off­
ers very little flexibility in set­
ting up your pictures. There are
better films available today. Try
Fuji 'Velvia' (ASA 50) for extremely
fine grain and very saturated col­
ors, Fuji 'Provia' (ASA 100), Fuji
'Astia' (ASA 100, 200, and 400).
Kodak's 'Lumiere' films come in both
'warm and 'cold' tones.

Fast or Slow? All films are rated
with an 'ASA' and a 'Din' number,
both rate the 'speed' of the film.

~The lower the number, the slower the
film. Slow films require more light
to expose them but the colors tend
to be more intense and they show
less grain, therefore can stand more
enlargement without a noticeable
loss off quality. Slow films also
tend to be more 'contrasty' than the
faster films. Because slow films
need more light to expose them, they
require slower shutter speeds and/or
lower f-stops (such as f5.6, or
less) produce a shallow depth of
field which means some of your pic­
ture is likely to be out of focus. I
have found that an ASA of 100 is a
good film speed for slide films and
ASA 200 is used for color print
films. For black and white film,
Kodak's T-Max with an ASA 100 will
provide you with excellent results,
as will T-Max (ASA 400) if you need
maximum depth of field and faster
shutter speeds.

Developing you can correctly
expose a piece of color film but if
it is not processed by a competent

developer, you will not like the re­
sult. Too often, films processed by
the department store chains are dis­
appointing. If the color is off, or
the prints all look hazy, then you
should complain. Reputable stores
will do them over for free or give
you credit for washed out or dark
prints. I have never been disappoin­
ted by taking my films to a photo
store. Incidentally, Kodak does not
process their own slide films any
more, some believe there has been, a
corresponding loss of quality.

Pictures can be taken in a vertical
format as well as a horizontal form­
at. Given that many plants 'grow 'up'
instead of 'out', don't forget you
can turn your camera 90 degrees in
your hand to get more of the plant
in your picture. Vertical pictures,
fit better in magazines and newslet­
ters with a two column format.

If you will take a moment to look at
some of your suCculent books, you
might notice that the pictures you
like the most have neutral back­
grounds and the plant is isolated
(not including habitat photos). Try
to isolate your plant before you
photograph it. Don't be lazy. If
it's in a pot, pick it up and move
it to a table where it can be photo­
graphed to its best advantage. You
don't want pictures with blobs of
out of focus sky and great green
chunks of blurry leaves, and several
spines where there should be only
one. What you should aim for is a
neutral background similar to those
you see in the best picture books
that show no distracting shadows and
have that 'professional' look.

Black velvet cloth works well as 3

back drop. Pastel colors can also be
used as backgrounds or matte poster
boards. position the background so
the sun does not shine directly on
it. The black cloth should be in the
sun's shadow. If you use pastel
colors for a background, be careful
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to arrange your background so your
plant does not cast a shadow. Be
sure your chosen color does not
clash or compete with your sUbject.
Then place your plant in front of
the cloth in the direct sunlight.
With this method, if you can hold a
camera still, and if you can focus
the lens, you can take great pic­
tures!

Experiment with different viewing
angles to show off your specimens to
best advantage. photography is an
art form. Light and angle of viewing
mean everything in making a pleasing
picture.

Prune spent flowers or dead leaves
and branches.

Eliminate labels, weeds, insects ex­
cept for a friendly ladybug or honey
bee visiting a flower which can add
a measure of scale and interest.
Healthy specimens make the best sub­
jects.

The sun is the best and cheapest
light for taking pictures of plants.
Don't take pictures when the sun is
not shining or it is too windy.

If the sky is cloudy, your pictures
will look flat. They will have no
contrast, no dimension, no depth, no
life. Be patient and wait for a
sunny day with little or no wind to
take great outdoor pictures. Some
may prefer the flat lighting of a
cloudy day where there are no sha­
dows and everything is evenly lit ­
a matter of personal choice.

Like anything worthwile, taking good
pictures requires a little more ef~

fort. But it is worth it when your
friends study and stare at your pic­
tures instead of flipping through
them like they were dealing cards.

extracted from the internet
http://vvv.com
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ANTIQUES & UNUSUALS

COLLECTIBLES ETC.
830-995-4000
P.O. Box 896 Lyle & Kathleen Teague
Comfort, TX 78013 OWl'ers

Kathleen & Lyle Teague send greet­
ings from Comfort. Lyle is a past
SACXS President and Show Chairman.
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Submitted
by

"Bobby"
Crabb

Where Jerky Comes From
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Happy December Birthday To:

Don Clark - 2nd
Claude Townsend 4 th

Gordon Gudger 6th

Roy Paramore 6th
Damn Breaker 8 th

Carol Blocker 9th
Pat Vinyard 9 th

lawanda Keeling 11 th
Bill Banta 13th
John Clark 13th

And Happy Anniversary To:

8th Marvin & Doris Uhl (49 th
)

9 th Richard & Carol Blocker
22nd Rudy & Blanche Brieno

" A Christmas Carol"
(with apologies to Clement Moore) by Evelyn Crisp

T'was the night before Christmas, and what do I hear;
The church bells are ringing, so loud and so clear.

The plants are all in for their long winter's care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon will be there.

, The Agaves are covered all snug in their beds,
The Aloes are covered with pots on their heads.

The "crab-elaws" are blooming, with never a gap
From November to March with not even a nap.

The blue jays are gone, along with their clatter,
To return with the robins and the magpies' chatter.

The ground is all covered with sleet and with snow
While the moon up above shines on objects below.

Do I see a lone driver so lively and quick?
Could it be that he's early - our jolly St. Nick?

Yes, there's Dancer and Prancer, Comet and Vixon,
Cupid and Donner, Dasher and Blitzen.

Will you bring me more plants, more books or more labels,
Or pots or ceramics, as I dream of sables?

More clothes or more shoes? I'll tell that old elf
I'll be happy and pleased in spite of myself.

But the thing that I want, the best treasure of all,
Is a greenhouse with windows, no matter how tall

So good night, dear St. Nick, with your sleigh and reindeer.
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good year"

from Kakto Komments 11-12/98
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Historian Secretary
Botanical Garden Rep
Garden Center Rep
Fiesta Commission Rep
Treasurer's Rprt Auditor
Personal Info Coordinator
Newsletter Editor
(Deadline for input to the

Marvin Uhl
Barbara Schulze (programs)
Nancy Rupe (Membership)
Pat Vinyard (Field Trips)
Doris Uhl
Luci Golla
Lisa Kibler
Sidney Yarbrough
Jeanne Irby
Don Clark

Paul Kibler Auction/Raffle/Sell
Richard Blocker
Connie Tabor

(vacant)
Lucile Lively
Sidney Yarbrough
Claude Townsend
Don Clark

(vacant)
Norma Tindall leoart@msn.com
newsletter 1st day of the month)

830-510-6796
830-281-5766
830-980-3861
830-216-4136
830-510-6796

661-2051
658-7561
435-7057
492-1752
496-7810

658-7561
829-4167
333-0076

655-0971
435-7057
655-8959
496-7810

695-8090
FAX 695-4502

"People who do things that count never stop to count them"
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