








Page 5 Vol 11 December 1999

~. CHRISTMAS CACTUS STICK OUT AS EASY-GROWING PlANT GIFTS

While some dream of a white Christmas, other s like to decorate with vividly colored living plants
during the holidays. A horticulturist for the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station says his research
points to the Christmas cactus as an up-and-coming holiday star.

"The Christmas cactus is unique and versatile and is grown in a range of sizes, from 3-inch pots to
hanging baskets," said Dr. Harvey Lang, Experiment Station horticulturist at Texas A&:M University.
"Plus, after the consumer buys it, it continues to bloom in the home year after year.

In addition to its long life, Christmas cactus plants come in more than 65 varieties with a range of colors
from whites and yellow to reds and purples. Cobia, whose company is the largest Christmas cactus
breeder in the United States, estimated that florists will supply up to 10 million of the colorful
succulents, each 6-inch pot selling for around 58-59, to retail stores this holiday season.

acapt from http:;/agDCW!I.tama.edn/stories/hortjxmascac.htm

CHRISTMAS CACTUS (THANKSGMNG OR HOLIDAY) SCHLUMBERGERA truncata problems:

Insects:
1.) Fungus gnats can cause problems if the population is high.

2.) Caterpillars can be a serious pest.

3.) Do not use Diazinon on plants because there may be severe stunting and distortion.

Diseases:
1.) The major disease problem is fusarium (root rot) & nimatodes.

If attacked by any of the above problems, save your Christmas cactus by pruning it
after it blooms. This will encourage the plant to branch out. Remove only the healthy
section by pinchin them offwith your finger or a sharp knife. Removed sections
be rooted in moist vermiculite to start new healthy plants.

excerpt &om http://agnC'Ml.tama.edu
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TIME is the coin of your life.
It is the only coin you have,
and only you can determine
how it will be spent.
Be carefullest you let other
people spend it for you.

Carl Sandburg

Time is too slow for those who wait,
too swift for those who fear,
too long for those who grieve,
too short for those who rejoice,
but for those who love,
time is not.

Henry VanDyke



The San Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte Society

Spring Sh0"Y & ~ale. ~OOO

Will be held April 27 th,2Sth
, & 29th
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Central Park Mall, Loop 410 & Blanco,

normal mall hours 10:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.

This show will be the largest ever in San Antonio Texas,

More than a dozen plant dealers,

A judged plant show of several hundred plants

Educational displays, participation ofyouth members

A master gardener from the Bexar Count Extension Service to help

you with your drought tolerant plants.

It is Fiesta week!
San Antonio is the place to be ­
Make your reservations now!

Later there will be nothing within a 100 miles.

Contact Claude Townsend for more information:
210-655-8059 or chtownsend@aol.com
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Viva Fiesta & San Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte Show
See you there!
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December Birthdays

Franklin Brooks - 2nd
Claude Townsend - 4th

Gordon Gudger - 6th
Roy Paramore - 6th

Darvin Breaker - 8th
Carol Blocker-9th

Pat Vinyard - 9th
Lawanda Keeling - 9th

Bill Banta - 13 th

Bill Lansing - 31 st

December Anniversaries

Roy & Marge Paramore - 4th
Marvin & Doris Uhl - 8lh

Richard & Carol Blocker - 9th
Bill & Elaine Lansing - 11 lh

John & Patricia Weaver - 27th

"The Twelve Days of Christmas"
From 1558 to 1829 Roman Catholics in England were not able to practice their faith openly so they
had to find other ways to pass on their beliefs. The song" The Twelve Days of Christmas" is one
e~....ample 0~t hov~' they die ;1.

The song goes, "On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me ... "
The "true love" represents God and the "me" is the

Christian.
The "partridge in a pear tree" was Jesus Christ who died on a tree as a gift from God..

The "two turtle doves" were the Old and New Testaments-
another gift from God.

three Spirit that abide (l Corinthians 13).
The "three French hens" were faith, hope and love. - the

The "four calling birds" were the four Gospels which sing
the song of salvation through Jesus Christ

,_. , .. ' The "five golden rings" were the first five books of the

Bible also called the "Book of Moses."
The "six geese a-laying" were the six days of creation.
The "seven swanS a swimming" were "seven gifts of the

Holy Spirit."
The "eight maids a milking" were the eight beatitudes.
The "nine ladies dancing" were nine fruits of the Holy

Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)
The "ten lords a-leaping" were the Ten Commandments.
The "eleven pipers piping" were the eleven faithful

disciples.
The "twelve drummers drumming" were the twelve points

of the Apostles' creed.

So the next time you hear "The Twelve Days of Christmas: consider how this otherwise non-religious
sounding song had its origfus in the Christian Faith.
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ELECTED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 1999-2000

President
1" Vice President

2nd Vice President
3'd Vice President
Recording Secretary
Publicity Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director

Marvin Uh1
Barbara Schulze (Programs)
Nancy Rupe (Membership)
Richard Blocker (Field Trips)
Doris Uh1
Luci Golla
Lisa Kibler
Sidney Yarbrough
Jeanne Irby
Don Clark

830-510-6796
830-281-5766
830-980-3861

829-0585
830-510-6796

661-2051
658-7561
435-7057
492-1752
496-7810

Show Chainnan Paul Kibler (AuctionlRaffie)
Show Manager Ken Ischy
Librarian Paul Kibler
Historian Secretary Linda Vasquez
Botanical Garden Rep Lucile Lively
Garden Center Rep Sidney Yarbrough
Fiesta Commission Rep Claude Townsend
Treasurer's Report Auditor Don Clark
Raffle Assistant Ashley Clark
Newsletter Editor Norma Tindall artleo@juno.com

(Deadline for input to the newsletter 1st day of the month)
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Norma Tindall
Editor - SACXS FACTS
POBOX733
Helotes TX 78023-Q733'

Make your reservatioDs by the 10th
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658-7561
830-537-5131
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655-Q97I
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655-8959
496-7810
496-7810
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