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CROWN OF THORNS

Taking cuttings from a Crown of
Thorns (Euphorbia splendens), that
is rotting is ... possible, but it
takes a little effort, and time.

With a very sharp, clean knife (or a
single edge razor) cut a branch off
at the point where it meets the main
trunk... CAUTION!::::The white milky
sap is VERY poisonous, wuse care,
wash your hands afterwards::CAUTION!

Set the cutting aside, and allow the
cut to callous over, this will take
2-3 days.

When the callous has formed, dip
about 1-2 inches of the cut end into
a rooting hormone, such as ’‘Root
tone’, and insert it into a clean
pot of sterile potting soil. The pot
should then be put in a warm place
with bright 1light. Do not water at
all for the first two weeks, and
then water very sparingly until you
see signs of new growth, usually 1in
about a month. For fastest rooting,
the so0il should be kept at a con-

stant 75 degrees, but do the best
you can. Take several cuttings, to
be sure that you succeed with at

least one of them.

Because of the leaves, most people
don’t consider a Crown of thorns to
be a succulent, but in reality it
is. They should be watered once a
week when they are in a growth
cycle, but only once a month when
dormant. Whether dormant or active,
don’t water until the soil is dry.

Cut any of the rotted branches back
to a point where you find clean
healthy growth. If the rot started
in the roots, you may only be able
to salvage a lot of cuttings. How-
ever if the rot is at the tips, you
can cut it back to healthy wood, and
your plant will come back from the
rootstock. ,

http://thegardenhelper.com/C{ownofthorns.htm_

PRESS RELEASE

SAN ANTONIO CACTUS
SOCIETY SHOW AND

& XEROPHYTE
SALE

The San Antonio Cactus & Xerophyte
Society will host the Texas State
Show & Sale in 1999. The show will
be held on April 22, 23, & 24 1999
at Central Park Mall, San Antonio
Texas. At the corner of Loop 410 and

Blanco Road. One mile west of the
airport.
Time of show: 10 AM - 9 PM Thursday

and Friday. 10 AM - 7 PM Saturday.
Since this is a State Show many
members of TACSS will be parti-
cipating. At this time we have at
least 10 dealers that will be
participating, with the sale of rare
and unusual plants and 350 to 500
judged plants on display. The judges
this year are CSSA certified judges.
Included in the program will be
Educational display’s, nurserymen
you can talk to about your problem
plants. A master gardener from the
Bexar County Extension Agency will
answer questions on “cold hardy
plants for your yard.

Each day at 2 PM there will be a
rare plant auction. This is the week
of Fiesta San Antonio, Reservations
for hotel & motel must be made as
soon as possible.

For further information contact
Claude Townsend 210-655-8959 or
E-mail chtownsend@aol.com

Ive' learned that the secret of growing old
gracefully is never to lose your
enthusiasm for meeting new people and
seeing new places.

- from Live & Learn & Pass it On.



Happy Birthday!!! Happy Anniversary!!!

JOANNE ANDERSON - 5™ Bob & Mary Ann Smoley - 12th
LUCILE LIVELY - 20TH

WILMA PETERSEN - 217

PAUL KIBLER - 24"

JEANNE IRBY - 27"

ELISA KIBLER - 28TH
DESERT CARPET

(author unknown)

Across the cacti covered waste

Of arid somber gray

A spirit speeds and leaves a glow
Where spring’s light footsteps stray

Among the spiny cacti plant
A miracle is born

As myriad of biossom bursi
Midst prickly cactus thorn

Rewoven on spring’s magic loom
A desert carpet lies abloom.
from Las Vegas News 6/64
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The problem with the gene pool -
is that there is no lifeguard.

A clear conscience — 7
is usually the sign of a bad § memory.
If you must choose between two evils —
pick the one you've never tried before.

Change is inevitable...except from vending machines.

Plan to be spontaneous...tomorrow.

: .. ;:Ing_ pralgparise
If you think nobody cares about you — try missing a couple of payments. e ’

Borrow money from pessimists — they don't expect it back
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