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CACTUS TRIVIA!

Because of an incredible anti-dehydration system, some cactus species release 1/600™ the moisture
of an ordinary plant the same size. Others are able to drink water from humidity in the air.

Desert plants like cactus — developed pointy spines as protection from animals.
Candy made from pieces of barrel cactus was outlawed in the United States in 1952 to protect the species.

Agaves grow in the arid regions of the Southwestern United States, Mexico, and Central America. The more
than 300 species are cultivated for ornamental purposes. [n their native Mexico Agaves are among the most

useful of plants. Three species are grown for the fibers sisal, henequen, and cantala, or manila maguey Of

these sisal is the most valuable.

Pulque, a common drink, is the fermented sap of the maguey species. Mescal and tequila are distilled
beverages made from the sap. The juice of the leaves lathers in water and is used in washing.

The Quassias (pronounced kwarsha) - are small South American trees that have natural insecticidal
qualities (made from the bark). Unlike many modern pesticides, Quassia is not a cumulative long lasting
poison that cannot be excreted by the body. Because it breaks down naturally, it is much kinder to the
environment than synthetic chemicals that do not break down or take generations to break down.
Quassia spray is a safe natural insecticide that breaks down quickly within 24 hours, leaving no harmful
residue. It can be used to control our enemy, the mealy bug, using a simple recipe: bring 30 grams of
Quassia chips and 1 quart of water to boil and simmer for 30 minutes; remove from heat, strain and mix
in 20 grams of soft soap (for a wetting agent) then dilute 1 part to 3 parts of water.

Spray in the late afternoon so as not to affect bees and ladybugs. Spraying can be carried out more often

due to the break-down time and does not retard or plants like some of the synthetic chemicals. It is also a
lot safer to use for drenching. Not only can Quassia be used as a garden spray for mealy bugs, aphids...,

it can be used for the control of lice and nits, flies, fleas, and as a mosquito repellant when prepared to the
correct instructions.

Quassia can be found in bitters, candy and desserts as the USA FDA have certified it safe to add to food.
It can also be used for health problems such as fever, diarrhea, pin worm, liver problems and flatulence.

Quassia chips can be obtained from some specialty herb shops.
taken from Omaha Cactus & Succutent Soc. Nwsltr 3-4/93 & picture from http: www mepot 2
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February Birthdays

loanne Anderson - 5th
Lucille Polan -12th
Barbara Lampton - | 7th
Lucile Lively - 20th
Paul Kibler - 24th
Jeanne Irby - 27
Lisa Kibler - 28th
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MY LOVE'S BODY IS A CACTUS

upon whose needles my old body sticks
and hangs and bleeds,
waiting for the yearly blossoms.

My iove's body is a cacius,

a Rainbow Cactus of yellow flowers
with green, prickly thorns
containing dual messages,

inviting me to safeguard carefully,
love with tenderness,

and touch with pain and pleasure.

My love's body is an

echinocereu pectenatus neomexicanus,
the cactus of my life,

requiring little fertilizer

 but tons of attention.

My love's body is a cactus

upon whose spines my fingers prick
and caress with prudence.

My old body is stabbed,

punctured through protection,
disdaining gloves and shears,

until we become through

touch and water,

a gardener and garden.

By Larry R. Brooks

February Anniversaries

Ellis & Mary Margaret Burgess - 26th
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Heten tries out her new
“Net-Tonight-Honey” nighigown,



February 2000 Sacxs Facts Volume 12 Number 2 .
A Monthly Publication Dedicated to the Admiration, Study and Proliferation of Cacti & Succulents

1* Vice President Barbara Schulze (Programs) 830-281-5766
2™ Vice President Nancy Rupe (Membership) 830-980-3861
3 Vice President Richard Blocker (Field Trips) 210-829-0585
Recording Secretary Doris Uhl 830-510-6796
Publicity Secretary Luci Golla 210-661-2051
Treasurer Lisa Kibler 210-658-7561
Director Sidney Yarbrough 210-435-7057
Director Jeanne Irby 210-492-1752
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Show Chairman Paul Kibler (AuctionRaffle) . 210-658-7561
Show Manager Ken Ischy 830-537-5131
Librarian Paul Kibler 210-658-7561
Historian Secretary Linda Vasquez 210-533-7553
Botanical Garden Rep Lucile Lively 210-655-0971
Garden Center Rep Sidney Yarbrough 210-435-7057
Fiesta Commision Rep Claude Townsend 210-655-8959
Treasurer’s Report Auditor Don Clark 210-496-7810
Raffle Assistant Ashley Clark 210-496-7810
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“The way I see it, if you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.”  Dolly Parton —
Norma Tindall
SACXS FACTS Editor
Helotes, Tx 78023-0733
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