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----. is dried after a day or two. If the plant sits in wet soil for a long period then something is usually
wrong with the whole plant-soil-pot combination. The plant may have lost its root structure or is
dormant. In this situation, misting should be used to keep water contact light. As plants respond
favorable to good watering practices, the roots will thrive giving the plant vigor and size. The stems
thicken and the roots age.

The old roots eventually die and decay furnishing another source of nutrition for the growing plant. I
have seen Haworthia in the field that exhibit thick stalks growing deep into the ground - characteristic
of old plants. These plants had many sets of roots and slowly lost them to regenerate new ones that
continue to anchor the plant to the soil. Root loss is probably a normal part of the life cycle, much like
the way some leaves die and are replaced by new ones. The problem occurs when the moisture
balance is disrupted by partial or complete root loss or when root rot makes its way up a stem.
Although it is interesting to consider how plants grow in nature, one must not forget that rot also
occurs in nature. A grower friend once pointed out to me that when light colored gravel or pumice on
the surface of his soil became darkish brown in color, this was an indication of problems beneath the
soil: root loss and/or root rot. After hearing this, I tested this theory by selecting out plants for
repotting (those with the most discoloration in top dressing) and found that it was true. In almost
every case there was evidence of root loss. Most of the plants were OK, but some had rot in the
stem and required emergency surgery. http://www.hpl.hp.comlbotany/public_htmlicactl_ctc:
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~, OH NO! l\IEALYBUGS!
Did you know the mealybug is the number one enemy of cactus? There
are about 275 species of mealybugs known to occur in the continental

! ' United States. They are prevalent pests in greenhouses, interior
landscapes, such as shopping malls, conservatories, hotels and office
buildings. Mealybugs cost growers and retailers millions of dollars per
year in control costs and crop damage or loss.

Damage is caused by mealybugs feeding on host tissues and injecting
toxins or plant pathogens into host plants. Mealybugs secrete a waste
product that is syrupy, sugary liquid that falls on the leaves of the plants
coating them with a shiny stick film which serves as a medium for the
growth of sooty mold fungus that reduces the plant's photosynthetic
abilities and ruins the plants appearance. Mealybugs can cause
premature leaf drop, die back and may even kill the plant if left un­
checked. One of the best methods of control of mealybugs is to buy
plants that are not infested with mealybugs. The little bug can hider.
the root system of a plant purchased in a store. Whenever I introduce
new plants to our garden, I first take the plant out of the pot and remo'/e
all of the soil. Then wash the roots of the plant in half-alcohol, half-water
and repot it in your own soil mix.

Many commercial growers discard plants infested with mealybugs. They figure it is easier to grow a
~ new plant than to try and rescue them. There are some really strong insecticides that can be used ~o

kill mealybugs, but alcohol and water is easier and safer. (m~rpt from On Th~ D~sGl1 by David L Eppl~ -
hnp:. ·www.hpl.~ol11lboldn\public ."
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Because of an incredible anti-dehydration system, some cactus species release 1/600th the moisture
of an ordinary plant the same size. Others are able to drink water from humidity in the air.

Desert plants like cactus - developed pointy spines as protection from animals.

Candy made from pieces of barrel cactus was outlawed in the L:nited States in 1952 to protect the species.

Agaves grow in the arid regions of the Southwestern United States, \lexico, and Central America. The more
than 300 species are cultivated for ornamental purposes. In their native Mexico Agaves are among the most
useful of plants. Three species are grown for the fibers sisal, henequen, and cantala, or manila maguey Of
these sisal is the most valuable,

Pulque, a common drink, is the fermented sap of the maguey species. Mescal and tequila are distilled
beverages made from the sap. The juice of the leaves lathers in water and is used in washing,

The Quassias (pronounced kwarsha) - are small South American trees that have natural insecticidal
qualities (made from the bark). Unlike many modern pesticides, Quassia is not a cumulative long lasting
poison that cannot be excreted by the body. Because it breaks down naturally, it is much kinder to the
environment than synthetic chemicals that do not break down or take generations to break down.
Quassia spray is a safe.naturalimecticide that b.reaks down quickly within 24 hO!Jrs. leaving no harmfu! ,.------.,
residue. It can be used to control our enemy, the mealy bug, using a simple recipe: bring 30 grams of
Quassia chips and 1 quart of water to boil and simmer for 30 minutes; remove from heat, strain and mix
in 20 grams of soft soap (for a wetting agent) then dilute 1 part to 3 parts of water.

Spray in the late afternoon so as not to affect bees and ladybugs. Spraying can be carried out more often
due to the break-down time and does not retard or plants like some of the synthetic chemicals. It is also a
lot safer to use for drenching. Not only can Quassia be used as a garden spray for mealy bugs, aphids ... ,
it can be used for the control of lice and nits, flies, fleas, and as a mosquito repellant when prepared to the
correct instructions.

Quassia can be found in bitters, candy and desserts as the USA FDA have certified it safe to add to food.
It can also be used for health problems such as fever, diarrhea, pin worm, liver problems and flatulence.
Quasshl chips can be obtained from some specialty herb shops.

taken from Omaha Cactus & Sll<:<:ul~nt Soc, 'iwsltr 3·4.'93 & picture from hnp: \\\\\\ m,'0,'( ',;
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Febnlary Birthdays

loanne Anderson - 5th
Lucille Polan - 12th

Barbara Lampton - 17th
Lucile Lively - 20th

Paul Kibler - 24th
Jeanne Irby - 27m

Lisa Kibler - 28th

VOL 12 NO.2

February Anniversaries

Ellis & Mary Margaret Burgess - 26th

MY LOVE'S BODY IS A CACTUS

upon whose needles myoid body sticks
and hangs and bleeds,
waiting for the yearly blossoms.

Close to Home

Hefen ,.... out her MW
"Nof~lonigh"'foney"nightgown.

----

My love's body is a cactus,
a Rainbow Cactus of yellow flowers
with green, prickly thorns
containing dual messages,
inviting me to safeguard carefully,
love with tenderness,
and touch with pain and pleasure.

My love's body is an
echinocereu pectenatus neomexicanus, .~ "' ..........--... ..,/ ............
the cactus of my life,
requiring little fertilizer
but tons of attention.

My love's body is a cactus
upon whose spines my fingers prick
and caress with prudence.
Myoid body is stabbed,
punctured through protection,
disdaining gloves and shears,
until we become through
touch and water,
a gardener and garden.

By Larry R. Brooks
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