


KEED 3 Plant of the Month

Open House
SAGXS mewbers
Poul ond Lisa Kibler
will be hoving en epen
house ot their wursery
on March 25 (12-6
™

Paul’s Desert

200 Schertz Parkway,
Schertz, Texas

210-658-1561.

SACXS Mendser
Redio Appesanie

SACX's own Cloude
Townsend will be heerd
on Dovid Rodriquez's
qardening show on
Febwuoy 17 (3-11
anm, WOAL AM
1200 Glaude hes
collected cncti for 40
qeows ond kas been owwer
of G Goclus end Things
for the past 25 yews
He is am expert on oncli
for this oven

Stenocereus eruca

CREEPING DEVIL

OK, so we can all agree that some cacti
are easily to love than others. Low on
the cuteness scale is Stenocereus eruca,
the Creeping Devil cactus. This denizen
of Baja California has the distinction of
being the nastiest cactus to bump into
according to many authorities.

The late Gerald Barad once told me
how this plant is capable of latching on
to a passerby and being exceptionally
difficult, and painful, to remove. As the

i

name implies, this plant has a prostrate

growing habit that, over time, allows a |
colony to expand and even move, |
through a process of newer stems root- f
ing and older stems dying off. Theg§
nasty habit of hitching a ride on people =
or animals may serve a similar pur-

Care

For those who wish to catch stray cats
and maybe a few other things, the
Creeping Devil requires sandy soil and "%

warm temperatures, with a low toler- Creeping Devil cactus on the move. The spines
make this one tough cookie to shake off.

ance for freezing weather.

Did you know...

Clonal ©propagation
and other curiosities—
While cloning is cer-
tainly not the norm for
humans and other mam-
mals, this type of repro-
duction (duplication?) is
not uncommon in the
world of plants...and
beyond.

Stenocereus eruca is per-
haps the foremost practi-
tioner of clonal propaga-
tion among cacti: al-
though it is capable of

producing light-colored
nocturnal
environment, perhaps
due to the lack of polli-
nators, makes cloning

the preferred way to .

reproduce, and travel!
In its maritime desert
environment, this plant
can grow 60 cm per year
and form massive thick-
ets that change location
over time.

flowers, its &

Bl

A veritable river of spines and
general nastiness characterizes
this impressive planting in Cali-
fornia. But where will it go next?

SACXS Facts



You Can Grow It Here
Cocti and Succulents for the San Anlonio Garden

If you have traveled to
southern Florida or the
Caribbean islands, then
you have seen Cereus pe-
ruvianus as an ornamental
plant in commercial and
residential landscapes.
And rightly so: the so-
called Peruvian torch forms
a handsome thicket of
stately green columns
graced by large nocturnal
white flowers.

What may come as a sur-
prise is that this plant is an
excellent choice for the
South Texas gardener fa-
miliar with microclimates.
A microclimate is a setting
in which surrounding fea-
tures, such as walls, boul-

i TR P
Ice covered spines and a frozen
pot lend beauty to a cactus.

Refveshments and Auction Plants— February

REFRESHMENTS
Doris Santee *
210—-732-7832
‘Susan Grissom

" 210-691-1396
Pedro & Sonia Lozano
210-541-9521
Mamie Lew
210-822-0704
Chad Booth
210-349-1239

ders, fences, or even stone
mulch, afford the extra ||
warmth needed to grow a |

species which would other-
wise be tender or half-
hardy in our area.

fo publich in this
newsleiter? We would
love to see itl Please

send to Bl Baula ot

For several years the speci- |
men shown (right) has {
been growing out of a
patch of lawn at the inter-
section of two walls in a
typical residential
neighborhood. The plant
receives no special care
and has not been covered ;,’;..}

in cold weather. In this in- marye“enbos
stance, the grey brick walls &

shield the cactus from cold 2 2 @!

winds and absorb heat Cereus peruvianus growing in beglobal.net

needed for cold nights.

a residential microclimate in
San Antonio (Encino park)

SACXS Welcomes
February Speakers

the gracious and
lovely...

Carol Blocker

AT A i) SReRe
Stefania and Anthony
Bauta display an impres-
sive ice specimen from

i Lah NP

Echinocactus grusonii sit fro-

their short-lived collection ~Zen near black dalea and bird and
sculpture.

Lucilie Lively
presenting

AUCTION PLANTS =
Planting,

Jim and Lucy Roberts*

830-980-4107 1

Richard Thomas * Chairperson: please call Po tting,

210-655-2457 others lo coordinate Pruning, and

Rex Moyer

JD and Toni Vance Preening of

512-847-3190

Bill Bauta Show Plants

210-497-1362
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Surfing the web...

Cereus and Stenocereus links

http://cactiguide.com/cactus/?genus=Stenocereus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stenocereus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creeping_Devil
http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/ bioimages/species/ster.htm

http://www.columnar-cacti.org/cereus/index.html
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