








Vol is No 1 SACXSFACTS January 2003 Page 5

HIGH WATER & WET FEET IN THE CACTUS PATCH
By Claude Townsend - Master Gardner

There's an old saying that April showers bring May flowers. So do July floods. Sixteen inches
of rain taught me a few things about cactus in clay and plastic pots, especially on a concrete
patio. After the July floods a lot of my choice plants decided it was spring and started to
flower and grow again, which is nice to see. But with five or six days of heavy rain and dark
skies things happened. About a month later some of the plants started to rot from the inside
out. One day a pretty cactus, the next day a stinking shell. Well it was time to get out my
rubber gloves and do an autopsy on these smelly things.

First, I found the roots were all rotted and the rot had gone up inside the plant and the soil
was still soaking wet. A plant next to it was in full flower and when I looked at the roots they
looked very healthy and the soil was dry. What caused the difference? AII"the plants were in
the same type pots. Plastic and clay with a hole in the bottom and all were sitting on a
patio. The soil mix was made in Arizona, not here in San Antonio. Soon the solution
became very clear, the pots sitting on the concrete didn't allow the Arizona potting mix time
to dry fast enough - the reduced drainage allowed root rot.

Now, to solve this problem; all my cactus that comes in from other areas I put in my mix as
soon as possible. All plants in pots with a hole in the bottom are raised one inch above the
concrete to allow air to circulate freely.

MY potting mix for cactus is 1 to 2 parts Garden-ville potting mix, 1 part washed course
sand, 1 part gravel, pumice or broken potter. This helps with drainage.

For help solving your cactus problems potted or in the ground, contact me at
C&e Cactus & Things nursery, 210-655-8959 or ctownsend@satx.rr.com.

SOME WAYS TO DEAL WITH MOSQUITOS!

Use Bounce Fabric Softener Sheets...•Best thing ever used in Lousiana, just wipe on & go...
Great for babies.

Take a vitamin B-1 table a day. The odor of the tablet gives out through skin (you can not
smeD it) repels mosquitoes, black flies, no seeum's and gnats.

Don't eat bananas in the summer - mosquitos like something about the banana oil as your
body processes it.

Someone found the best insect repellent is Vick's Vaporub.
Or get a frog -
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AN INTERESTING SITE TO VISIT ON THE INTERNET: WWW.DESERTGARDENS.COM

Desert Gardens LLC offers original copyrighted planters and plant kits for individuals inter­
ested in unique plant containers that are not 'circles and squares'!

These planters are designed to allow the creation of a landscape effect that circular and
square containers do not afford. Dish gardens with succulents can provide an interesting,
different and very attractive table-top decoration.

Desert Gardens planters are made with high-fired stoneware so they will not melt, or flake
with watering, have extra drainage to enhance plant health, and come with a matching
saucer -. a rarity for a planter.

The planter 'kits' include your choice of planter with saucer, 4-7 plants, depending on your
Planter choice, soil, top gravel, decorative cactus wood and either colorful stones or petrified
wood to highlight the space between plants in your landscape.

These gardens can stay healthy and live for years in the same planter. Unlike the typical
'cactus garden' - a round planter crammed with too many barrel cacti that cannot survive for
long - these gardens are designed to live and increase in interest and decorative affect over
time ;;.:.:~=-: ...~'-'-'j!
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Happy BirtllJay!!

VOL 15 NO.1

Rosalinda Erickson - 1st
, Natalie Fagarason - 5lt1

, Doris Santee - 5th
, Maureen Massara - 6th

Majorie Meier - 9lt1
, Nancy Rupe - 13lt1

, Pat Murphy - 14th
, Cora Offer - 19th

Jim Hochtritt - 20th
, Toni Vance - 22nd

, Nathan Scarber - 24th
, Inga Dickson - 25th

Mary Margaret Burges - 27th & Jo Turvey - 27th

H A · ,. appy ... ulllversary.

Bill & Mary Ellen Bauta - 4lt1 <> Steven & Darlene Lovecky _ 5th

Welcome 'New Members!!!!!

Tim Sullivan
151 Thelma Dr
San Antonio, Tx 78212-2517
210-828-0094

& Albert C. Molnar
1015 East 32nd Street, Ste 411
Austin, Tx 7888705-2701
512-478-1195

Euphorbia rossi from Madagascar <> Sun exposure - light shade to full sun
Watering needs - moderate during active growth <> Growth habits - shrub

Btooming habits - red to yellow green cyathophylls

.........,
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"Personality bas tbe power to open doors, but it takes cbaracter to keep them open." From Words to Live By
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Claude Townsend"s Euphorbia rossi
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