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Crassulas require a nutritious,
loamy, sandy soil with good drain­
ag~j and good light; some ~arities

may be satisfactorily grown as house
plants. During the winter if the
temperature is too warm and the
light insufficient, the rosette
types will tend to etiolate and lose
their typical shape. Waxy species
should not get water on their leaves
as they lose their waxiness. Prop­
agation is. easy from leaf or shoot
cuttings. c~.

Even though crassulas are found
through the world, .the highly
succulent ones are limited almost
exclusively to the dry areas of
southern Africa; among them are the
true "gems", of any collection.

The flowers of the highly succulent
species are generally small and in­
significant. The plants' real at­
tractiveness comes from the growth­
form with their thick, hairy, or
waxy leaves.

mountains; from hot sandy flats and
rocky cliffs to deep shade; in size
from a few mm to six feet tall, vary
ing from single compact sterns to
spreading shrubs. Varieties fall
into the categories of annuals,
semi-annuals, and perennials. Some
species have soft, fleshy sterns
(usually annuals) while others may
have woody, barky sterns.

Crassulas are thick-leafed plants in
the strictest sense and belong to
perhaps the most varied genus of all
succulents. They are distributed
over almost the whole world with
around 300 species. They are found
from sea level to well into the

Hypogynous

THE GENUS CRASSULA

the milii group of euphorbias are
hybrids.

~ydathode - a water secreting pore
In the leaf; in crassulas these
elements serve for the rapid absor­
ption of water from the leaf sur­
face.

Hypocotyl - the embryonic stern in a
seed.

Hypoqynous - said of a flower having
the flower parts below the base of
the ovary and free from it. (syn.
superior ovary): refer to epigynous

~ under "Es."
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Silver crown needs bright
light, grows best with ~

temperatur~s. 65 to 90 df"grees_
feed biweekly when growing
\vith 15-30-15; do not drip
water on foliage Flowers
orange or red

RanaIi crassu la
has creeping
6-2-1 inch long
stems CO\ ered
with small
scalelike
lea\es:

Crassula lycopodioides,
elephant grass:

AdromisQb~u=s~~~~~

Cotyledon undulata:

Crassula falcata is one of the best
flowering species (often sold in
nurserles as Rochea falcata) and has
a growth form similar to aloe. It
has long gray-green leaves on a
thick shoot axis up to 1 m tall;
leaves take on a sickle shape and
appear to be arranged in two rows.
The flower is a large longstemmed
inflorescence that opens into
hundreds of shiny-red flowers.

Crassula perforata: Scrambling
shrubs with unbranched stems to 600
mm long. The fleshy, broadly oval,
short-tipped, red spotted, red
margined leaves are united at the
base into pairs. The inflorescence
is elongated with numerous small
creamy flowers, petals 2.5 mm long.
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Happy Birthday!!! Happy Anniversary!!!

from Stoney Statements 2/99

LITTLE THINGS
by Willa Hoey
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may soothe some heart
and banish pain.

What joy or sadness
often springs

from just the simple
little thingsl

It is the little things
We do and say

That mean so much
As we go our way.

A kindly deed can lift a load
from weary shoulders on the road,

or a gentle word,

ODD ADS.

For sale. Three canaries of undermined sex. Great Dames for sale.

Have several very old dresses from grandmother in beautiful condition.

Vacation Special: have your home exterminated. Get rid of aunts. Zap does the job in 24 hours.

Toaster: A gift that every member of the family appreciates. Automatically bums toast.

For Rent: 6-room hated apartment.

Man, honest. Will take anything.
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"One thing you can give and still kee!:l

-, -_.. j

:-......,jONLY A FOOT ACROSS, Agave
.......... vlctoriae-reginae will maintain its

compact, geometric form for
many years before flowering, dying.
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