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SOAPTREE YUCCA - Yucca elata

The Soaptree Yucca is one of the most characteristic plants of the Chihuahuan
desert from Trans-Pecos Texas west through central New Mexico to central
Arizona and south into northern Mexico..

It is an abundant evergreen, palm-like shrub or small tree growing 10 to 18 feet
high and has clusters of long, bell-shaped, white flowers, 2 inches long with 6
broad, pointed sepals, crowd 10 inch stalks in the spring. The gray trunk — with a
diameter of 6-12 inches — is slightly furrowed below and covered with dead
leaves at the top. It is usually unbranched and has very long, narrow leaves. The
grasslike leaves are flat and linear, growing 1 to 3 inches long and about % inch
wide. The yellowish, leathery leaves have fine white threads along the edges and
end in a sharp spine.

The Soaptree Yucca derives its name from the soapy material in its roots and
trunks which made this plant a popular substitute for soap. Native Americans used
the coarse fiber of the leaves for weaving baskets. Cattle enjoy the tender young
stalks, and chopped trunks and leaves are still utilized as emergency cattle feed in

times of drought. http://www.desertusa.comy

ME? WRITE AN ARTICLE? YES YOU CAN!

What do you like best about the cactus collecting hobby? Have you ever considered writing an article for the
bulletin? Put the two thoughts together and you already have the basis for a good article.

These are some thoughts that may help to write a good article. Pick a topic that interests you, one that you are
familiar with or maybe one you want to learn more about and are willing to do some research on. Imaginative
stories are sometimes fun. A poem is wonderful too!
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Grab the readers interest by choosing a good opening paragraph. Intrigue them to want to read your story.
An interesting title is also important.

Try to put yourself somewhere in the story by telling what interests you or what you like about the subject.
If you are writing about a cactus or succulent that you own or found, say how you care for it . If you
purchased it, tell where or how you got it.

Do some research on the subject, useful are encyclopedias, books, newspapers, magazine articles, etc. Do
not copy down references exactly, but rewrite using your own words. and then list the references where you
found your information at the end of the article. To copy exactly is a copyright violation.

Sometimes picture can make a story more interesting, you can include a picture you drew or a photograph
you took.

End the article with a paragraph that ties the story together.

These are only ideas that may help to write a good article, but use your own judgement. I would just encourage
you to write, I know you can! I found that it helps to catch mistakes if someone else critiques what I have
written by reading it to me outloud. Try it you might like it!

from SCRIBE by Marie Ziegler 7-8-9 "99
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October Birthdays
Marvin Uhl - Ist
John Petrella - 1st
Jane Steffenson 7th
Larry Murphy 2 1st
Stephanie Clark 25th
Ken Froboese 27th
Shelly Vinyard 28th
Judy Tapia 1%

] October Anniversaries

Troy & Jadene Giambernardi - 17th
Bobby & Barbara Lampton - 29th
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SEEN ON T SHIRTS

“FILTY, STINKING RICH - WELL 2 OR OF 3 AIN'T BAD”
“UPON THE ADVICE OF MY ATTORNEY- MY SHIRT BEARS NO MESSAGE AT THIS TIME”
“THAT’S IT, ’'M CALLING GRANDMA” - Seen on an 8 year old.
“WRINKLED WAS NOT ONE OF THE THINGS I WANTED TO BE WHEN I GREW UP”.
“PROCRASTINATE NOW”
“REHAB IS FOR QUITTERS” “MY DOG CAN LICK ANYONE”
“I HAVE A DEGREE IN LIBERAL ARTS - DO YOU WANT FRIES WITH THAT?
“A HANGOVER IS THE WRATH OF GRAPES”
“HE WHO DIES WITH THE MOST TOYS IS NONETHELESS DEAD”
“POLICE STATION TOILET STOLEN....COPS HAVE NOTHING TO GO ON.”
“HECK IS WHERE PEOPLE GO WHO DON’T BELIEVE IN GOSH”
“HAM AND EGGS - A DAY’S WORK FOR A CHICKEN, A LIFETIME COMMITMENT FOR A
PIG.”
“HARD WORK WILL PAY OFF LATER. LAZINESS PAYS OFF NOW”
“MY WILD OATS HAVE TURNED TO SHREDDED WHEAT”
“QUOTING ONE IS PLAGIARISM. QUOTING MANY IS RESEARCH”
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