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~. Find a No Fuss, No Mess, Ideal Pet

Do you long for a pet, but dread the routine? "Oh, Lord," do you moan, "it's tough enough now." Do you say,
." I don't give a pet proper attention."? Well, listen! Possibly you need to fine-tune your focus. Caring for
another creature expands your horizons. The warm glow of caring feeds your soul.

If you could have a pet that sits quietly where you put it and makes few demands, would you be interested?
You've been thinking about pets that move. How about pets that don't move? Pet Cacti?

Don't laugh! Think about it for a minute. Cacti come in aU shapes and sizes and they grow slowly. No budget­
busting chow for them! Natural light, a weekly dollop of water and a pot deep enough to anchor their roots are
all they require. They know nothing of trips for clips, tubs of suds and dates with doctors.

Moreover, a pet cactus respects you and yours. Around the house, they are neat, no-mess pets. With a cactus,
your visitors are safe from frantic footwork leading to fractured friendships. Cacti never leap and drool. Long­
lived and patient, cacti appreciate quality time, but never demand it. They are a stiff-spined lot, not given to
emotional displays.

This virtue may be their only drawback. We must admit, cacti do have stand-offish personalities. Not for them
is the fast fondle, the quick kiss. They prefer to grow on you gradually during relationships that can last for
years. Quietly, while seeming to do nothing, they evolve. When you least expect it, a cactus will surprise you!

~When cactus truly feel at home, they act. Depending upon their style they may produce baby cacti, "helter!ng
like chicks around a hen. They may change from prickly balls to spiky towers. They may suddenly sprout to
twice their height. Best of all, they may bloom, from a queen's cornet of dainty stars to giant buds exploding
with enchanting fantasy flowers.

Meanwhile, you are in charge. You can enjoy a pet cactus without it dominating your life. "Well," you say, "I
like the sound of that! Easy care! Nurture without nag! A pet without panic! Thanks for the news. A pet cactus
is just what I NEED,"
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Away with frustration I Meet spring's
back-to-the-soil urge. Get out your seed
packets, snip cuttings and prepare for the
big propagation act-in as little as 6
square feet of space in front of any
window with a sprinlding of sunlight.

Two frames, 2 feet wide by 6 feet tall,
made of:2 by 4's, and three 1-foot by 4­
foot shelves, will support plastic sweater
boxes (which make excellent potting,
beds), pots with tents, bulbs intent on
bursting, vegetable starts, and hanging
glass balls (water-filled to root cuttings).

All the urgent chores of propagating
that you would usually do in a green­
house now can be done even in an
apartment.

After spring. the frame can double as a
display stand or can be stored in a closet
for another season.

Materials list:
Four pieces of surfaced 6-foot 2 by 4'5,

four pieces of surfaced 2-foot 2 by 4's,
eight 1/2 inch diameter hardwood poles
2-1/2 feet long, two I-inch wide by 3
inches long hinges, eight 4-inch L-shaped
reinforcement brackets, four pine or ply­
wood shelves, and two coats of paint.

APPLY
4" FLAT
ANGLE TO
OUTSIDE
CORNERS
OF FRAME

PROTECT FLOORING OR
RUG WITH SHEET PLASTIC
OR SCRAP OUTDOOR CARPET

l"xI2"x4'O"
PINE SHELVING
OR WIP PLYWOOD
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Jim & Lucy Roberts

September Anniversaries

Joycc Bat::ffi",rt 30th

September Birthdays
Bobby Crabb 2nd

Riley Henry 3rd
Michael Rupe 4th

Martha Davis 6th

Ann Russ 6th

RamrySdwut: 10th
C;.',,;'fe::, ilickson I I th

Judy Tapia ~ ~ r\

Bill Rupe D.;·'
Lucy Go~a 21 :1t

Uldene Moore nnci

Kathy Springer 26 th

Bess Quick 26 th

Adina Hall 28th

Mike Keeling 28 th

The Joy of Living

Hope you had a happy birthday on the
14th of August AJ Campa!

Sorry I failed to announce it. -Editor

If nobody smiled and nobody cheered, an nobody helped us along;
If each one only looked after himself, and the good things all went to the strong;
If nobody cared just a little for you, and nobody cared for me,
And we all stood alone in the battle oflife - what a dreary world it would be!
Life is sweet because of friends we have made and the things, which in common we share.
We want to live on, not because of ourselves, but because of the people who care.
It's giving and doing for somebody else - it's on that all life's splendor depends.
The joy of this world when we've summed it all up is found in the making of friends.

Good Reading, from Kaktos Komments 9·10/98
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Jim Kohl 29th
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